
Saginaw Arts & Enrichment Commission 
Commission Meeting 

February 17, 2021 
 
Present: Craig Bell, Marsha Braun, Kathy Couillard, Kristin Karwat, William Keys, 
Nancy Koepke, Suzanne Mason, Thor Rasmussen, Kujuanna Ray, Sonia Severin, Pat 
Shelley, Joe Turner 
 
Absent:  Stephanie Domina, William Ewald, Dawn Goodrow, Thelma Ruffin, Suzanne 
Skrelunas, Burris Smith, Les Tincknell 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Thor Rasmussen called the meeting to order at 4 p.m. Pat Shelley moved to 
accept the January minutes as printed. Joe Turner seconded. Motion Passed. Thor 
welcomed new Commissioner William Keys. 
 

Art Update 
Kathy Couillard announced there are several exhibits going on at Marshall Fredericks 
Museum including the “Hip Hop Icons” virtual show. It highlights more than 150 objects 
on hip-hop culture. Joe Turner recommended the radio show Life Lines with John 
Augustino which can be heard on Delta Radio 90.1 FM.  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Nancy Koepke reported income of $4,667.96 and expenses of $20,134.80 for the month 
of January. She explained that many grants come in earlier in the fiscal year and to 
always note the year to date income and expenses which are very good. Craig Bell 
moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Pat Shelley seconded. Motion passed. 
 

Youth Outreach 
Nancy Koepke reported that we have partnered with Hoyt and Zaul Libraries to get art 
take-out kits to kids. We financed the supplies and materials that went into the kits that 
were distributed to children in our community 
Not youth outreach, but we also sponsored the annual Emmaus House concert which 
took place last weekend and was aired on their Facebook page. 
 

Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs Minigrants 
Marsha explained that grant recipients are struggling with the MCACA new online grant 
system ironically called SmartSimple. She explained that we have been doing a lot of 
hand holding. MCACA also handed over their school grants  to us so we are now 
administering a new program for mid Michigan schools. It has been especially 



challenging as teachers have little to no experience writing grants especially 
government grants. Joe Turner suggested that we offer some kind of grant to schools 
that doesn’t require an elaborate application. He will look into raising funds for this. 
 

Artist Mixer 
Thor reported that we plan to bring back the very popular Artist Mixer this summer. He 
explained that the event will be held in the Andersen Garden so that Covid protocols 
can be followed. 
 

Art & Andersen 
Marsha reported that the current show highlights the work of students at Bethlehem and 
Holy Cross Lutheran Schools. The charming art will be on display until February 26th.  
The next exhibit will go up on March 3rd and will feature acrylic abstractions by Saginaw 
artist Sheri Moore. 
 

Suzanne Mason Presentation of Saginaw Arts Commission History 
Suzanne explained that the Commission was established in 1986 by the City of 
Saginaw by then Mayor Larry Crawford. The City provided city funds to get the 
Commission set up and a director hired. The Commission was housed at city hall. The 
City also provided start up funds to establish a permanent arts endowment at the 
Saginaw Community Foundation. $500,000 was raised and the Artreach Fund became 
a reality. Since that time, the Commission has regranted nearly $30,000 annually to arts 
organizations in Saginaw County. The Artifacts newsletter was established. Next, the 
Commission began looking for a permanent home and began working with the City on a 
plan to raise funds to renovate the abandoned Andersen Pool House. Les Tincknell at 
Wigen Tincknell Architects was hired to design the building.  Nearly $1million was 
raised for the renovation. The Andersen Enrichment Center opened to the public in 
1993. Once we had a home to call our own we were able to begin a series of programs 
including Hollyday Fair, Art @ the Andersen, Jazz in the Garden, Art and Garden 
Festival and much more. We expanded our social media presence with a newly 
designed website and popular Facebook and Instagram pages. In 2009, we became the 
administrator for the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs minigrant program. 
Suzanne thanked all those who helped the Commission grow along the way including 
Tom James, Ted Braun, Curt White and Al Loveless.  
 

Chair Report 
Thor encouraged everyone to stay the course as we emerge from the Pandemic and to 
be the eyes and ears for everything arts and cultural. He urged us to be engaged with 
art in our community and to support the arts especially in these difficult times. 
 



Marketing Director Report 
Marsha announced that Artreach grant applications are due February 26. This fund 
supports arts organizations in Saginaw County who can apply for up to $4,000 annually 
to help fund their arts and cultural events. 
Marsha also announced that plans are underway for All Area Arts Awards which will be 
held outside this year due to Covid restrictions. She is looking at holding the event at 
the Huntington Event Park or Saginaw Art Museum sometime in June. 
 

Announcements 
Thor announced that the Saginaw Art Museum will hold Elbow Bump next Wednesday 
from 5:30 to 8 pm. This is a Covid safe mixer with an emphasis on viewing the art 
exhibits currently at the museum.  
Marsha announced that Art & Garden Festival will be held on June 23rd.  
 

Adjournment 
With no further business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 5:25 pm. Kathy 
Couillard moved to adjourn the meeting. Kristin Karwart seconded. Motion passed. 
 
 
 
 


